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Wow, let's not waste any time getting right to the heat. I know there were a
couple of days last winter when I was thinking "I can't wait for summer". Ok,
I was wrong I can wait a little longer.
Let me get right to business as it has been a busy month. First let me
welcome our new chapter Board members. Bill Perrill, Gil Coleman and
Tom Culbertson were elected this past May to their terms as members of
the Board of Trustees. Gil and Bill are both serving as members at-large
and Tom is serving as Treasurer. We are extremely excited to have you on
the team and look forward to your participation and leadership. We are also
excited to add Brad Kiehne as the Program Coordinator and Bob Green as
Newsletter Editor. Welcome to both of you!
With new members coming in it is only fitting to thank those Board
members transitioning out. Stephanie Mullins and Paul Wehr deserve
everyone's thanks for the work they have done for the chapter. We have
realized growth in membership, funding and recognition over the last few
years and that growth is due, in part, to the efforts of Paul and Stephanie.
Let me extend a very warm thank you to both of you for all you have done.

Sustaining Donor

At the May meeting, three individuals were recognized for their outstanding
achievements. Jake Ruthven received the Outstanding Youth Award; Jerry
Pelis received the Youth Education Award; and Paul Wehr received the
Outstanding Chapter Volunteer Award. You are exemplary stewards of this
chapter and of Trout Unlimited. You are well deserving of your awards and
I was proud to take part in the presentations. Our readers will find included
in this newsletter a copy of each of your nomination letters. I hope they will
take the time to read them as you represent the best of our chapter. My
congratulations and thanks to all three of you.
We have a very full schedule of events throughout the coming summer
months. So many in fact all I can do is direct you to please follow the link, at
the bottom of this letter, to the Calendar in the chapter website. There is a
little something for everyone. Find one that fits your liking and get signed
up now.

Please consider becoming a
Sustaining Donor at a level that
you can afford. Special
Recognition occurs at the $50
level.

We are still in need of a Coordinator for Project Healing Waters. We are
committed to the success of this program and know it can be best served
by having someone volunteer the time it deserves to implement the
program. You will be working directly with the Project Healing Waters team
leaders so this is not a program you have to set up by yourself. It is our
chance though to give back just a little to the men and women who have
courageously put their lives on the line in answering the call of duty. If you
would like to be part of this very honorable program email me directly.
I know there is more I should put in this month but I will simply add - it's

summer out there; be safe, be smart and be fire wise!
Dick Jefferies, President
Rocky Mountain Flycasters
_________________________________________________________

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
Brad Kiehne , Program Director

* Coming Attractions *
Kerry Carahar - September 18th
Encampment River - Wade and Float Fishing
Adam Omernick - October 16th
Owner of NOCO Fly Fishing.com presents an evening of Tenkara

* Other Upcoming Events *
Fishing opportunities, volunteer work, education sessions and more!! We are approaching that
time of year when the calendar really starts to get busy. Use the handy link below to go directly
to the RMF calendar. There is a little something for everyone. Let us know if there something
of interest you want more information about. I am just a click away. Dick Jefferies
Chapter Event Calendar
_________________________________________________________

Let's Go Fishing
Mark Miller , Program Coordinator
970-744-8229

2013 Fishing Trips
Sign up for trips at our monthly meetings, or by email or phone. How better to ensure you get in all those
fishing days you want, than to start planning them now. And who better to fish with than RMF friends, both
old and new. So take a look below and "get started"! We closed sign-ups for the Delaney Buttes trip as
we have reached the max of 20 people. We don't really have a max number figured out for most trips, but
you may want to sign up early to make sure you get on the trips of your choice. And if you do have to
cancel, please send me an email to let me know.
2013 RMF FISHING TRIPS
FULL
June 30
July 13

Delaney Buttes Lake
'Monster Trout'
Gore Canyon
'Salmonfly Hatch
RMNP (Colorado River Headwaters)
'Bravo Brookies'

Host: Frank Cada
Host: Adam Omernick
Host: Dennis Cook

August 17
September 7
September 28

Poudre (Upper Canyon)
Wild Trout & Whities'
RMNP (Dream Lake)
'Cutthroat Crazies'
Poudre (Big South)
'Grand Slam'

Host: Dennis Cook
Host: Mark Miller
Host: Stan Woodring

October 19

Colorado River (Main Stem)
'Trout Pot Pourri'

Host: Dennis Cook

November 9

Big Thompson (Canyon)
'Bows-Brownies Bash'

Host: Dennis Cook

Here are short descriptions of the next few trips to help
you know what to expect
Delaney Buttes (3 sage brush, high plains lakes ): a unique (and sometimes windy) high plains
experience in North Park, near Walden, CO. Fish chironomids, damsel nymphs, and streamers for
large trout. Can wade fish, but it is much better from a boat or float tube/pontoon.

Gore Canyon: on the Colorado River not far downstream from Kremmling. Wading can be
challenging sometimes with high waters. Haven't seen your backing in awhile? Then fish this stretch
of the Colorado River with strong, fast bows and browns.
________________________________________________________________________

Report of the Memorial Weekend Dream Stream Trip
By David Morse

Six TU members made it to the South Park area on Memorial Day weekend. We fished at the
Tomahawk access on the Middle Fork of the South Platte, the "Dream Stream" between Spinney and
Eleven Mile Reservoirs, and the Eleven Mile Canyon below Eleven Mile Reservoir. Bruce Rosenthal
graciously put us up at his cabin located at 11,000 feet elevation, west of Hoosier Pass, above Alma.
Dennis Cook organized the trip, and, in addition to Bruce, was joined by Paul Wehr, Ben Zomer, Gil
Coleman and me.
Tomahawk proved to have high roily water that was off-color from the Spring runoff. No fish were
caught. Ben assured us that at the right time of year, this area holds good fish that migrate out of

Spinney in the Spring and Fall. We fished at a small reservoir above Alma after dinner. Picky fish,
here, dimpled on the lake but refused most of our offerings. The outlet was more productive on
midge nymphs, especially for Ben.

The next day we headed to the Dream Stream, which lived up to its reputation as a technical fishing
location. Water flows were very low at about 45 cfs and the water was very clear, which put fish on
high alert. This minimal release was created as most of the upstream flow was retained at Spinney
Reservoir.
Resident fish up to 18" were caught, sparingly, on small flies like midge nymphs, scuds and
BWO's. Sight fishing from the bank helped to locate fish, although deeper holding structures and
runs were also productive. Ben Zomer had the best day with hook-ups on both small nymphs and
dries, though the others managed a couple of fish. After a long day of casting and a lot of walking to
search for fish, we called it a day. We ate at a forgettable BBQ joint in Fairplay.

Sunday, we headed to the Eleven Mile Reservoir dam tailwaters in Eleven Mile Canyon. The scenery
was spectacular with huge granite cliffs and rounded blocks, bigger than a Volkswagen. The water
was crystal clear and the flow was modest. When we arrived, fish were rising in all the flat water
areas. Visible fish in the pools and riffles were abundant, but proved to be picky for some of us. Gil
figured out how to catch them with his orange scud and midge emerger combinations, ending up with
over a dozen fish brought to hand. Some women opposite him on a productive riffle gave us all a
good lesson as they pulled fish after fish out at the head of the pool just below the riffle, using a #20
or #22 Snowshoe Rabbit emerger. They gave Gil a sample fly, which worked for him as well. The
rest of us dug into our fly boxes for something similar, but did not have the success of Gil. We all
caught fish here, out best day. We celebrated at the Fairplay Steak House and had the best meal of
the trip. At dinner, Bruce entertained us with a story, we called "Trout at the Sand Bar, a tale from a
Trout's Viewpoint". It was so funny we almost split a gut. Bruce recreated the ad lib story as

follows, but the enjoyment was more in the live telling of the tale.

"Have you ever wondered what a Trout thinks about after a hard day of "Fishing"??
Trout were hanging out at the Sand Bar swapping fish tales: "What a great day I had. Spotted this
fisherman on the bank; had to go 250 pounds or more. I saw his fly and bumped it a couple of
times. He pulled so hard that he yanked the fly completely out of the water. I jumped out of the
water to watch the fisherman flailing his fly rod as if he was trying to lasso a steer. The fly somehow
landed, again, several yards from me. I grabbed the fly: GAME ON!!

_________________________________________

CONSERVATION AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Dave Piske, Conservation Chair

Kudos to Gateway Natural Areas Volunteers
Dear readers, please join me in thanking the volunteers who have already committed to restoring and
improving the historic foot trails at Gateway Natural Area on the morning of Saturday, June 29.
And the best way you can demonstrate your thanks is to join them on that day. They will warmly welcome
additional volunteers who join their enthusiastic crew. At 8:00 AM, June 29, be at the parking area near the
picnic shelters and also next to the sign that proudly tells visitors to Gateway that this support by Rocky
Mountain Flycasters is greatly valued by the City of Fort Collins. When you pass through the gate into the
Natural Area, identify yourself as one of the TU volunteers, and there will be no admission fee. When you tell
me you will join us, simply give me your name, email address, and a phone number for contacting you on that
day if necessary.
And did I mention, if you tell me in advance dpsk@aol.com that you will join the crew, there will be a free
lunch awaiting you at 11:00 AM, when your trail work will be finished?
After lunch you will be free to do whatever else strikes your fancy; fishing right there on the North Fork or the
Poudre's main stem, or doing whatever. There is lots of "free" awaiting you here. Just bring your personal
bundle of energy and use it to help make this Natural Area a more exciting and pleasant place for others to
visit.
Fort Collins Natural Areas Department will provide all the tools and expert crew leaders who will coach you on
what to do to restore steps on the trail tread, or remove encroaching shrubs along the trail corridor. Just wear
your outdoors duds and closed-toe footwear, bring work gloves, sun-screen, and drinking water, and you will
be all set for the fun of the day.

Open House on In-Town Poudre River Improvement Projects
You are cordially invited to an open house to give your thoughts on more than 25 upcoming projects that will
improve your use and enjoyment of the Natural Areas along the Poudre River within the Fort Collins city
boundaries.
The place is the Lincoln Center, 417 W. Magnolia. The date and time is Wednesday, June 26, from 4 PM to 7
PM. Admission is free.
Throughout those hours there will be exhibits that describe the proposed projects. Brief overview talks about
them will be presented at three times during the event. Your thoughts and comments about these projects are
highly desired by the city.
You are welcome to stop in anytime during the open hours. For kids, there will be activities for them to enjoy
while you visit the exhibits. And there will be a cash bar available for your refreshment.
For more information, go to www.fcgov.com/riverprojects

Assisting a Fishery Biologist in RMNP
Assisting a fishery biologist with field research on cutthroat trout populations in RMNP is an excellent way
to experience the most pristine and scenic areas in the backcountry-areas that are designated by law as

Wilderness Areas. As a volunteer you will be accompanied by other volunteers from several Colorado
TU chapters, and lead by a professional biologist from whom you will learn much about the habits and
habitats of both native and introduced trout species. It all adds up to a bundle of fun, some good exercise, and
your valuable contribution to native trout fisheries research.
These field trips are lead by Chris Kennedy, a fishery biologist of the US Fish & WildlifeService. His
summertime assignment is to serve the National Park Service in RMNP. Chris has been doing this work
for 15 years, and he knows his way around the Park's backcountry like almost no one else. To save a
couple of miles of hiking to the day's destination Chris may even lead you over unimproved trails that are not
on official maps. What's more, he really knows how to show his appreciation for your help by sponsoring a
season-end Volunteer appreciation dinner at a resort in Estes Park.
During the research field season, in July, August and September, there is a wide range of types of trips. The
research trips may be as short as one day, or as long as five days, Overnight stays may be at a Park Ranger
cabin or in primitive backcountry campgrounds. Research sites may be adjacent to a road, or as much as 10
miles one-way from a road. Elevation changes from a road to the research site may be as little as none or
more than 3,000 vertical feet. Some trips may have pack mules to carry the heavy gear, and some
camping equipment (tents & sleeping bags) may be borrowed from the Alpine Anglers chapter of TU in Estes
Park. The schedule of trips is published in advance of the season, so you can select that suit bothyour
interests and your stamina. The research work consists of capturing trout, identifying the species, noting
any abnormalities, measuring andweighing them, recording thestatistics, and returning the
trout unharmed to the water where caught. Capture methodsin streams include electroshocking& dip netting,
and inlakes; gill netting and hook & line capture (sometimes called fly fishing).
Chris is the only person on the Park staff who conducts this work. Obviously the tasks cannot be
accomplished by one person acting alone. So Chris depends on volunteers to help him accomplish his field
research. Both male and female volunteers are welcome. Please contact Austin Condon via email to
receive the schedule of trips, and when you want to go with Chris, Austin will take your request.

______________________________________________________________________

ROCKY MOUNTAIN FLYCASTERS' ANNUAL AWARDS
Our chapter this year instituted a series of Recognition Awards for chapter volunteers and a community
service organization or individual. Each year in January nominations are submitted for the preceding year by
chapter members, and recipients are determined by an Awards Selection Committee. The complete Awards
Policy and Procedure can be viewed on our chapter website at
http://www.RockyMtnFlycasters.org/articles/rmfawards.php. Award presentations are made at the May
Annual Meeting, and it is not mandatory that every award category be presented every year. For 2012 three
awards were presented; your chapter board hopeful that next January we will receive nominations for
deserving members in more award categories.
Member award categories are:
Exemplary Conservation Volunteer
Exemplary Chapter Function, Project or Activity Leadership Award
Exemplary Youth Education Award
Exemplary Youth Member Award
Outstanding Chapter Volunteer Award
Community award categories are:
Exemplary Guide/Outfitter Award
Coldwater Resource Conservation Award
2012 awards presentations were made by President, Dick Jefferies, at our May Annual Meeting to the
following recipients, and the nomination letters describing their contributions are displayed for each. Please
feel free to express your appreciation to each of the recipients for their contributions to our chapter life and
opportunities.

OUTSTANDING CHAPTER VOLUNTEER AWARD
I'm nominating Paul for the Rocky Mountain Flycaster "2012 OUTSTANDING CHAPTER
VOLUNTEER" award recognizing his invaluable contributions during our chapter's
previous year. It's also important to emphasize that last year was not unusual for Paul;
in fact it was "typical" and reflective of at least the previous four years during which I
have observed his enthusiasm and participation.
Paul Wehr is a long time RMF member and one of the chapter's most active
volunteers participating and supporting in arguably the widest array of chapter
activities of any member. Generally, Paul has a quiet demeanor and he about
his involvements under the radar.
I can't recall Paul ever missed more than one or two board or monthly
meetings the past several years. Paul's official capacity is dual, as both
Chapter Treasurer and Webmaster,and in both capacities he contributes
astonishing hours of behind-the-scenes work. Butit's not just for his personal
accountability in these roles that I nominate Paul. Paul is always the first, or
among the first, to step forward and raise his hand to help organize or support
most of RMF's many non-Board additional events and activities, including
taking an official and unofficial lead in many.
Paul coordinated our chapter's fishing role for the CPW Outdoor Skills Event,
and also volunteered at the U.S. Forest Service's Kids Fishing Day. He also
served again on the Youth Day Camp core "team" that worked 10+ hours
every camp day for six days to help ensure its success...and also participated
Paul Wehr and Dick Jeffries in both 2011 and 2012 for the RMF booth at the Boys & Girls Clubs "Day For
Kids" Festival. He participates in Fishing Fun Trips, the Fly Swap Group,
Gateway Natural Area Trail Maintenance, and the Big "T" Narrows Park and Poudre River Annual Cleanups.
Paul regularly volunteers his graphic design support to various activities to prepare the promotional flyer, and
then quietly spends many hours walking Fort Collins' streets posting them in merchants and public buildings.
Likewise, without being asked, Paul is typically a step ahead of most self-initiating design of new web pages
for many activities before ever being asked to do so. At monthly meetings he sells RMF caps and Poudre
maps and takes it upon himself to count attendance, and he also shoots photographs
there and at the activities he attends to record those events.
I believe Paul has, and continues to, clearly demonstrate his strong commitment and support to RMFs
mission and also to its social fabric and overall culture, with his time, talents and energy, and has made major
contributions to the chapters continued development advances.
In summary, while we have numerous members who volunteer generously, PAUL WEHR stands apart from
most and is a strong nominee to be recognized as RMF's "2012
OUTSTANDING CHAPTER VOLUNTEER".

EXEMPLARY YOUTH EDUCATION AWARD
I'm sending this to you as a nomination of Jerry Pelis for the "2012 Rocky Mountain Flycaster EXEMPLARY
YOUTH EDUCATION" award, recognizing his invaluable contributions during our chapter's previous year.
Jerry Pelis is entering his third year volunteering with RMF's youth
programs. In 2011Jerry assisted presenting at RMF's very first Children's
Water Festival in Greeley. In 2012 he requested to redesign RMF's
presentation to become more age-appropriate for the 4th & 5th grade
audience participants. In doing so Jerry urged that we engage and
partner with the Poudre Learning Center whose staff are professionals in
environmental educational programs design. Jerry's finished presentation
was great fun and an effective experiential learning design, and through
judicious controls he accomplished it
expending only $255.03 of RMF funds.

The new presentation's first actual use was in April 2012 and was
extremely well received by the Greeley Festival management. The
Greeley Festival is hosted by the Central Colorado Water Conservancy
District, the City of Greeley and West Greeley Soil Conservation District
and services 1,000+ youths. Jerry with his two volunteers touched
148 youngsters plus their teachers and accompanying parents in RMF's
six group presentations. RMF has been invited back in 2013 for our third
consecutive participation year.
Jerry then approached Fort Collins Utilities that sponsors and manages
the Fort Collins Children's Water Festival and solicited an
invitation...which was granted. The Fort Collins Festival presents to 4th
graders age group that is included in the age appropriateness of our new
program's design. Jerry and his seven volunteers touched 165 students
plus related teachers and parents in RMF's seven group presentations;
there was a total of 1600+ participating in the festival. The Fort Collins
Festival also has invited RMF back to present again in 2013.
Jerry has now identified a third Children's Water Festival in Loveland that
is managed by the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District, has
approached them and described RMF's program and has received a verbal confirmation that RMF is an
invitee to present at the 2013 Loveland Children's Water Festival. Specific age group and total student
participation information will be included in the invitation packet.
Jerry Pelis and Dick Jeffries

Jerry also volunteered in 2012 with the Youth Day Camp as a fly tying instructor and field fishing instructional
mentor, and was an RMF fishing volunteer at the CPW Outdoor Skills Event. He has also participated in 2011
and 2012 tying flies at RMF's booth at the Boys & Girl's Clubs "Day For Kids" Festival, and in 2012 built an
attractive rod rack for such booth purposes to avoid damaging rod/reel units.
I believe Jerry's personal commitment, outstanding program innovations, number of youths he has helped
expose to fishing interest, chapter volunteerism involvement and community impact on behalf of RMF qualify
him as a strong nominee, and it is with great pleasure that I nominate JERRY PELIS to receive the "2012
RMF EXEMPLARY YOUTH
EDUCATION" award.

EXEMPLARY YOUTH MEMBER AWARD
I'm sending this to you as a nomination of Jake Ruthven for the "2012 Rocky Mountain Flycasters
EXEMPLARY YOUTH MEMBER" award, recognizing his chapter contributions and personal and community
activities during the past couple years.
The word "exemplary" is ideally applicable to Jake Ruthven's overall
demeanor, and also his activities and actions regarding RMF, and also
his overall interest in all activities and educational opportunities related to
gaining knowledge and experience about trout and fishing and the
ecology foundations that support these interests.
Jake is a junior at Fossil Ridge High School, enrolled entirely in
advanced placement and college level coursework. As an elective he is
also enrolled in a college credit Wildlife, Forestry, and Natural Resources
class at Front Range Community College. Jake is a
diligent student and maintains mostly "A" and a few "B" grades, and
plans to go on to college as a Marine Biology career major. Outside of
school Jake seeks and takes advantage of every opportunity that will
provide him more exposure to his interests.
Jake attended RMF's initial Youth Day Camp in 2010 and was an

outstanding participant. He has since volunteered at the 2011 Camp
helping with casting and fly tying, and the 2012 Camp as a youth mentor
intern at both the Upper Poudre stretch and RMNP river
fishing activities. In 2012 he also tied several dozen flies for use by the
campers.
In 2011 Jake attended the Colorado TU residential Youth Camp. Staff at
that camp have confirmed that he had very positive interactions with the
other campers and staff as well as being an attentive and enthusiastic
participant in all activities.
Jake has been a leader in the FRHS fly fishing club for two years, and
this year was a strong advocate speaking with the administration to
persuasively convince them that the club should be permitted to
continue. In 2010 & 2011 he also tied flies for the RMF booth at the Boys
& Girls Clubs "Day For Kids" Festival, and was scheduled again in 2012
but was pre-empted by a family obligation that developed.
During the past two years Jake has achieved substantial recognition for
his angling capability. He has been invited as a guest fly tier at both the
Jake Ruthven and Dick Jeffries annual National Fly Fishing Show and the International Sportsmen's
Exposition, as well as at the West Denver TU Chapter's Fly Tying Expo
(largest TU fly tying event in Colorado), our RMF Fly Tying Expo, and at several fly shops including Charlies
Fly Box, Elkhorn, and the Laughing Grizzly. During this past summer Jake also has worked for Elkhorn
guiding several guest
trips to RMNP, Sylvan Dale Ranch and the Big "T". Jake's tying expertise is reinforced by the fact that his fly
tying article and pattern were published in the Winter issue of the Fly Fusion Magazine.
Jake always has a ready smile and a voracious appetite for anything fishing related. He has readily and
willingly represented RMF and is a sterling youth face representing our chapter publically. Again the word
"exemplary" is applicable. If there is a face that we would want to be the face of and spokesman for our
RMF's youth programs, it's Jake Ruthven! It is with great excitement that I nominate JAKE RUTHVEN to
receive the "2012 RMF EXEMPLARY YOUTH MEMBER" award.
_________________________________________________________

YOUTH OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
Dennis Cook, Youth Outreach Chair

USFS KIDS FREE FISHING FEST
Saturday morning, June 1st, broke windy and as volunteers Al Fink, Dave Morse, Ben Zomer, Gil Coleman,
Lee Evans, Robb Bryant, Dave Piske, Dennis Cook, Dick Jefferies and Paul Wehr set off for West Lake at
Red Feather, where we met up with a contingent of USFS folks and began carrying rod/reel units fitted with
terminal tackle over to the registration tent.
A surprising number of the more than sixty excited participant youngsters and their families cheerily greeted
us even shortly before the official 8:00am opening, all eager to grab their preferred, brightly colored rod/reel
unit and hurry off to a secluded spot along the north side of the lake to begin casting. We volunteers followed
in their wake, many wishing we had donned another layer of unders while also marveling at the oblivious kids,
many underdressed, without hats and coats opened revealing a thin tee shirt beneath.
Fortunately, the bite was on early and the kids were kept entertained throughout the entire day until the official
1:30pm end of the event, and as we departed there were still many lining the lake enjoying themselves. A
good time was had by all, and "yes"...the volunteers were kept sufficiently busy so that they hardly noticed the
chill in the air even warmed up to a delightfully refreshing afternoon. About a half-dozen of our volunteers

visited a nearby lake and wet a line together for a couple hours, reportedly with similar success to that our
younger friends experienced during their time on West Lake.

_________________________________________________________

2013 Youth Camp
Adam Omernick
Youth Camp Coordinator
I can't believe it's almost that time for the camp to start. We have an almost full camp of eager kids ready to
learn about conservation and a little about fly fishing. If you know anyone between the ages of 14 - 18 have
them submit an application. Even if they do not get in this year we will keep their application and will contact
them when the application process open again. I would also like to thank everyone who has volunteered
because without you this camp would not be possible. If you haven't volunteered before I encourage you to
just try one day or activity. Everyone has something to share, whether you are a good caster, fly tier, bug guy
or know the water there is an activity for you. These kids are eager to learn and will be hooked on any
information you give them. If you are interested please contact me and we can get you on the schedule.

_________________________________________________

GIVE US YOUR BEST SHOT
We're always looking for pictures to feature on our web site calendar pages. If you would like to see your
photograph on a calendar page, we like to select ones that are germane to fly fishing, rivers, lakes, and
watershed conservation, volunteers doing conservation work, fly tying, sharing fishing with youngsters and
others, so the options are varied. It would be most appropriate if photos were local to RMF members, but
some destination types will be considered. Having permission to publish on our website is be implicit for
submitted photos so make certain you have permission from anyone in your pictures.
Photographers will be acknowledged in a caption with the picture so rush those pictures in to
webmaster@rockymtnflycasters.org . Page through our calendar
http://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/cal/cal.php?m=6&y=2013 for current photos.

_________________________________________________________
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