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A LEADER IN COLDWATER CONSERVATION

Renew Volunteer Join RMFTU

From The President
Welcome to the February newsletter.
 
I hope everyone is staying safe, relaxing, and taking time to refresh fly
boxes and make plans for spring fishing trips while cabin bound with
snow.
 
I appreciate the great turnout we had for St. Pete's Film Night at Odell's
this month. I'm sure everyone had a FANTASTIC time. If you're not aware,
the proceeds are being donated to RMF in support of our 2023 NoCO
Youth Fly Fishing Day Camp. Thanks everyone!
 
Many things are happening at the TU National and CTU levels with opportunities for our Chapter to help
out in numerous ways including through the Priority Waters Program, conservation initiatives, and the
Headwaters Youth program, so please stay alert for information on how to get involved. I also want to let
you know that Rocky Mountain Flycasters is now the North Platte Watershed stewards for CTU. This
expands our Chapter's footprint so let's welcome our new members to the west and get out to enjoy
fishing in North Park. We will be looking to work with CPW and the Forest Service on projects in our new
watershed.
 
Our March 11th Trout Expo is coming up! It will take many volunteers to pull this fantastic annual event
off so please be on the lookout for a volunteer request email. It will be a fun day for the whole family. 
 
And remember… take someone fishing and you plant a seed for a lifelong coldwater conservationist.
                                        
Sincerely,

https://rockymtnflycasters.org/
https://gifts.tu.org/member/renew_t
https://rmftu.org/volunteer
https://gifts.tu.org/member/intro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trZJ4GZ1qqs
https://rmftu.org/donors
https://rockymtnflycasters.org/
https://rockymtnflycasters.org/
https://rockymtnflycasters.org/
https://rockymtnflycasters.org/
https://rockymtnflycasters.org/


 
Dave

General Membership Meeting
Our next General Membership Meeting will be at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, February 15 at the:

Northside Aztlan Community Center
112 E Willow St, Fort Collins, CO 80524

March 11th Trout Expo

Our Trout Fishing Expo is shaping up to be a fantastic event! We are receiving RSVP’s from well-known fly
tiers, have four excellent speakers, and have close to 20 exhibitors lined up to make this our best Expo
yet (sponsored by Jax and Scheels).

St Peter’s Fly shop will be donating a high-end rod and reel combo for our on-line auction. Our Silent
auction will also include a day of guided fishing by St Pete’s, as well as a day of guided fishing for four
people at Horse Creek Ranch in Wyoming (still waters). For anyone interested in a more traditional set
ups, we’ll also have an 8ft bamboo 5 weight rod and reel combo as part of our silent auction.

This is our BIG Fundraiser of the year, so bring your wallet and be ready to bid on some cool gear. Our



on-line ticket purchase is now ready to go on our website ($20 for adults, $10 for students, and $10 for
veterans/military, law enforcement, and first responders). So be sure to check out all the details at:
https://rmftu.org/expo2023

Expo Title Sponsors

We are happy to announce that Scheels and Jax
are both Title Sponsors for our March Expo. This
is exciting news, and will help ensure that this
annual event will be a resounding success.

Opportunity: RMF Chapter Leadership Council
We are seeking a Leadership Development
Committee Chair for our RMF Chapter’s Leadership
Council. Candidate will build RMF Chapter Board and
Committee Chairs succession and bench depth as
well as support identification and development of
project/functional Coordinators. Other
responsibilities include participation on the
Leadership Council, Annual RMF Board Nominations,
Annual Membership Awards and oversight of
Committee functional Coordinators.

Candidate profiles require demonstrated leadership capabilities, and might include leadership
experience in a company, governance department, or other multi-level organization. 

Interested members should contact President Dave Haeusler: president@rmftu.org 

January Meeting Fly Swap
Our Fly Swap is an opportunity to trade flies and recipes with your fellow Rocky Mountain Fly Casters. The
theme for the February 15th meeting is caddis nymphs. In the past we've had 6 to 8 participants each
month, so tying is not a big burden. Sign up or ask questions by emailing Dave Morse, your Swap
Coordinator:

Email Dave Here

This is how it works:

1. You will be notified of the number of copies of your favorite fly to tie.

https://rmftu.org/expo2023
mailto:president@rmftu.org
mailto:dgmorse45@gmail.com


2. Bring your flies in a small container to the monthly meeting along with a toe recipe attached to each fly
showing its name, size, materials/recipe, your name, and the date.

3. You will get back one fly from each participant (in your container) at the end of the meeting.

Those who tied Stonefly Nymphs for the cancelled January meeting, bring them to the February meeting.
Those who wish to donate flies for the March Expo should tie 1 dozen for Dave. We hope to receive 12
dozen so get tying!

St. Pete's Corner
It’s February already and the days just keep rolling by...fast. It’s too bad
there’s not a sick note for cabin fever because the cases really shot through
the roof this week! There are lots of people tying and going to fish local
tailwaters; class attendance has been awesome; and the turn out for the
movie second movie night at Odell Brewing Co was amazing-thank you to
everyone who attended. It never disappoints to see the strong, diverse
community that we have built together. It’s great to see support from
everyone and it’s always so fun for me when we can all be in the same room
together. It’s a positive energy that we all enjoy and if we continue to work
together then our community only becomes stronger. With the profits going
towards RMFC’s Summer Youth Camp, we can now welcome in the next generation of anglers and pass
the torch to them by teaching good habits, etiquette, technique, and ethics while on the water.

With winter present, we all know how technical fishing can be. I fished the North Fork of the Poudre River
at Gateway Natural Area last Monday and even with low flows and picky trout, fishing was still a blast. I
encourage you all to check out The North Fork or Big Thompson tailwaters before winter ends. Come
readily stocked with a couple of each pattern in each sized Zebra midges #22-24, Bling Midges #22-24,
and Biot Midge Emergers in a #20-22. For Blue Winged Olive Nymphs I would personally take Beadless
Pheasant Tails #20-22, and Juju Baetis in Black #20-22. I prefer nymphing these on 5x-6x fluorocarbon
this time of year but when dealing with larger fish you might want something stronger like 4x. These flies
are also weightless so have JP’s Tungsten Nymphing Putty ready to go. This stuff allows me to make really
small weight adjustments. I set my flies up about 1-1.5 feet away from each other and cycle through
patterns, weight, and depth every 3-5 drifts until I find out what the fish want. 

Most of the time I will be fishing deep pools and deep runs but
on a sunny day you might see fish spread out. If you are seeing
lanes of bubbles and foam on the surface this can be a good
indication of food below the surface and there is a good chance
that fish will be there munching. Start at the bottom of your run,
cast upstream into the seams of said run, let the drift come back



down, pick up, and re-cast further out into the run or take 2 steps
upstream and make another presentation. This will allow you to
cover water in great detail which will help get flies in front of
more fish. I always have Adams in a #20-24 and Eric’s Hi-Vis
Midges #20-22 in the event of a hatch. If I see fish beginning to
rise or bugs flying around I will take off my nymph rig, add 5-6x
mono to my leader and fish the seams and foam-lines with dry
flies. It doesn’t happen often but when it does, it can be pretty
awesome. Keep it simple. From how you rig your flies to how you
work the water. If you do get caught up with questions, come
find me at St.Pete’s Old Town and I will help you figure it out. I
hope everyone has a good month and just remember, spring is
on the way. 

-Article by Vince Herrera

Video of the Month
Winter Run by Todd Moen

Winter in Colorado means frozen guides and
puffy coats but in the Pacific Northwest winter
means rain, steelhead, and more rain! In this
wet video, travel to coastal Oregon's famed
Clackamas River to swing flies for elusive
steelhead! Tight lines and thanks for reading
this month's Newsletter!

-Isaac Fournier (Editor)

Local Fly Shops, Outfitters and Guides
St. Peter’s Fly Shop
202 Remington St. Fort Collins, CO 80524
phone: 970-498-8968 / FAX: 970-482-5990
web site: www.stpetes.com | Check out our classes

St. Peter’s South
925 E. Harmony Road, Suite 200, Fort Collins, CO 80525
phone: (970) 377-3785
website: www.stpetes.com | Check out our classes

Stone Creek, Ltd.
2645 - 64th Avenue / Greeley, CO 80634-8906
phone: (970) 330-7476 / Fax: (970) 330-2238
website: www.stonecreekltd.com

https://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/f/e/click.php?id=4
https://stpetes.com/blog/classes-events/classes/
https://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/f/e/click.php?id=2
https://stpetes.com/blog/classes-events/classes/
https://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/f/e/click.php?id=3


JAX Mercantile - Fort Collins
1200 N. College Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80524
phone: (970) 221-0544
web site: www.jaxoutdoor.com

Jax Mercantile - Loveland
2665 West Eisenhower
Loveland, CO 80537
website: stores.jaxgoods.com/jax-loveland

Elkhorn Rod and Reel
3121 West Eisenhower Blvd., Loveland, CO 80537
phone: 970-227-4707
web site: www.elkhornflyrodandreel.com

Scheels
4755 Ronald Reagan Blvd., Johnstown, CO 80534
phone: (970) 663-7800
website: www.scheels.com

Sportsman’s Warehouse
1675 Rocky Mountain Avenue, Loveland, CO
website: www.sportsmans.com

Liarflies, LLC
3212 Wigwam Way
Wellington, CO
ph: Toll free 866-773-5128
web site: www.liearflies.com

She’s Fly
Fort Collins, CO
ph: 970-682-4704
web site: www.shesfly.com

Rocky Mountain Flycasters Sustaining Donors

https://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/f/e/click.php?id=5
https://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/f/c/click.php?id=173
https://www.rockymtnflycasters.org/f/e/click.php?id=43
http://nocotu.org/S/scheels
http://nocotu.org/S/sportsman
https://liarflies.com/
https://shesfly.com/


Cutthroat Trout Donor
($1000+)

David Bowden
Jeff and Michelle Burleson
Art Campfield 
John and Tharon Deakins
Frederick Ebert 
Gary Fonay 
Carl Kronberg
The Nature Conservancy
QDROMAN 
St. Peter’s Fly Shop
United Way of Larimer County 

Rainbow Trout Donor
($500 - $999)

Colorado Westslope Flyfishing
William Draper
Bob Green 
Will Huett
Ronald Kee 
Mickey McGuire 
Odell Brewing Co. 
Eric Philp
Rocky Mountain Angling Club
Jay Weaver

Brown Trout Donor
($100 - $499)

Axon
Scott Baily
Jim Bontz
Fred Boulin
Stephen Brutscher
Paul Bunker
Business Card Factory of Colorado
Community First Foundation
Dennis and Teresa Cook
Dennis and Sharon Cox
John Craig
Tom Culbertson
James Danforth
Scott Denton
Matthew Doll
Koralee and Dennis Donovan
Greg Evans
Leland Evans
Sonny Garcia
Gerald Geiger
Barbara Giardina
Colin Glover
Dave Haeusler
Ronald Hanser

Brook Trout Donor
($50 - $99)

Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bernard Birnbaum
Suzanne Y. Bunker
Frank Cada
David R. Campbell
Carl Chambers
Linda and Jim Danforth
Brett Foreman
Bill Gillett
Kathryn Haeusler
Ken Jochim
John Kammlade
A. James Kapral
Dan Kelin
Richard and Linda Kimple
Gary and Co Kozlusky
Terese and Dan Leuschen
Liar Flies
Gary Litthauer
Jane Looney
Kevin Mabry
Wanda & Robert Marker
Edward C. McConnaughey
Matthew Moskal

https://www.axon.com/
https://www.bizcardcolorado.com/
https://communityfirstfoundation.org/
https://liarflies.com/


George Heidgerken
Bryan Hoag
Ryan Hogan
Cindy and Frank Hruby
Zach Jory
Rick Kahn
Ruth Ketola
Jennifer Kovecses
Richard Krebs
Randy Kryszak
Mike Malvey
Mark Miller
The Mishawaka
Wesley Morley
Doug Nagel
Joe O’Conner
Phillip Paarlberg
Eric Pettine
Carol A. Plock
Bret and Jayla Poppleton
Charles Rivier
Ryan Robison
William Rosquist
Scheel’s Sports
Thomas Schultz
Terri L. Smalley
Daniel Steffen
Robert Streeter
Swift River Fly Fishing
Jeannie Weaver
World’s Finest Co. Fly Tying Desk
Zen Tenkara

Larry Neasloney
Jerry Pelis
Pendleton
Tony and Rita Popp
Rep Your Water
Charles Revier
David Richardson/Co. FlyFishing Art
Elizabeth Serniak
The Silver Grill
David Smeltzer
Eric Swanson
Rick Taupier
Zach Vick
Ben Voss
Mike West

Rocky Mountain Flycasters
RMFTU.org

P.O. Box 1694, Fort Collins, CO
80524-1694

       

https://www.themishawaka.com/
https://www.scheels.com/store?StoreID=092
https://www.swiftriverflyfishing.com/
https://flytybench.com/
https://www.zentenkara.com/
https://www.repyourwater.com/
https://www.daverichardsonart.com/
https://www.silvergrill.com/
http://rmftu.org
https://www.facebook.com/rmftu
https://twitter.com/rockymtnflycast
https://www.instagram.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNmhRdonFPpgIEoZ8U6ezlA

